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Black seems to be in. Black is fashionable. Black cars, black clothes, black
décor. Black that’s smart, sophisticated, classy. The black reminiscent of
limousines, dinner suits, and James Bond. The black that conveys cool
confidence.

BBC’s Celebrity Traitors is screening. The vehicles bearing the contestants
as they roll up to the castle seem somehow blacker than black. The traitors
gather under black cloaks. For deceit lurks, and black is the colour of evil.
It’s a game, and I love the show. 

Each month for the next twelve months in this column we’ll have a different
colour. Apparently our eyes can distinguish a million shades of colour,
some as many as 10 million. This column could run a long time… Where
else to start but black.

Black is Halloween. Shop shelves are stacked with black. Trick-and-treating
may get going in daylight so children are less afraid (and adults too!). But
Halloween belongs in the dark. For it delves the blackness. And it does so
traditionally to banish the blackness, driving away the evil spirits as winter
darkness encroaches. As Halloween ends, and All Hallows Day dawns, the
exhortation is ‘let there be light!’

‘Let there be light!’ spoke the Creator into the blackness of Nothing. And a
Big Bang did the rest. Let there be light indeed – in the world’s war zones,
in disturbed minds and lonely hearts, in the long dark nights of those
suffering chronic pain, in the dark corners of our lives where we dread to
look but where light will in fact heal, onto the uncertain paths ahead, in the
corridors of power which corrupts so easily, in the winter months ahead
when light shines through festive joy. 

‘Back to black’, sang Amy Winehouse, someone who tragically knew black
as experience not as fashion. We’re heading into Seasonal Affective
Disorder time, for those especially affected by winter’s darkness. But
whatever our mood, may there be light. May there be colour. And even if a
little premature, bring on those Christmas lights!

Rev David Carrington
Team Vicar of Escot, Feniton and Payhembury

The Rectory, Station Road, Feniton. 01404 850905 - revdavidcarrington@gmail.com

Rectory Notes - Black
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Escot Deputy Churchwarden: Janet Welch (850940‬). Feniton Church Wardens: Cara Sanders
(850262), Barbara Hemsley (07790 143193)

Church flowers

Upcoming Church Services 
for Parishes of Feniton, Escot, Payhembury
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Monday 9.30-11.30am - Apple Pips, Village Hall

Tuesday 6.45pm - Pilates, Village Hall
7.30pm Bridge & Cribbage*, The Six Bells 

Wednesday 9.45am - Pilates, Village Hall

Thursday
9-11.30am - Cafe Connect, Church
6pm onwards - Tennis Club**, Tennis Court
7.30pm - Short Mat Bowls,Village Hall

Friday 2-4pm - Art & Crafts, The Six Bells 

*Info: 01404 841322 / **07506829942
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Regular Activities

Dates for your Diary
Soup Lunch... 12-2pm on 10  November in the Church.th

Girls’ Night Out... 7.30pm on 18th November in The Six Bells.

Coffee Morning... 11am to 12pm on 19th July at Honeypot.

Sandra Ford

A very big thank you to Sue, Ian and Nellie for hosting our September
Coffee morning, we were small in number and the weather wasn’t kind but
a very happy time was had by all. I had a quick walk through it on the way
home, it was absolutely delightful! I can’t believe we will be having our last
Coffee morning of the year hosted by us (Sandra and Steve) at Honeypot,
at 11-12pm on Wednesday, 19th November. Please come and join us, we

guarantee a warm welcome, good company and excellent coffee. If any one
would like to attend any of our events please phone Sandra or Steve on

841842 and we will happily arrange transport or directions.

Coffee Morning

Christmas Girls’ Night Out

Babs Leach

Our Christmas dinner will be on 16th December at the Six Bells. All ladies
of the village welcome! Ring 01404 841409 to book your place.



Happy 14th birthday...

- Ruth and Jane

To The Studio Hair & Beauty! Thank you once again to all of our clients
for their continued support.

Welcome!

- Christine Thair

To Tim and Sam, who moved to Markers Park in August, and also to
Emily, Jack, Seb and Evie, who have recently moved into Acacia House.

Ian Derbyshire - 01404 841103

The Payhembury in Need Relief Fund was set up many years ago to help
people from the village with unforeseen expenses or to help in

emergencies. Donations are often awarded to people to help with
Christmas. Funds are available to help any villagers with unexpected

financial hardship or need. For example, we could help pay for transport if
finances make it difficult to visit a close friend or relative in hospital. Maybe
some people need help with paying for fuel for the winter, or are unable to

afford some vital repairs or insulation for their home. The fund has been set
up for anyone in the village who needs emergency financial help and all you
need to do is contact Ian, who will be able to advise on what is available in

the strictest confidence.

Do you need some help?
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Payhembury Weather

Roger Saunders
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Clive Fowler

What a special evening we all had in the village hall saying a ‘One big
THANK-YOU’ to our wonderful band of volunteers at the annual supper.
Without our amazing volunteers giving up their time week in week out for
free, we would not have such a gem of a community shop in the village.
Over 40 volunteers enjoyed a fabulous meal of coq au vin with dauphinois
potatoes and mixed vegetables followed by fruit crumble and tiramisu,
beautifully prepared by Ed East. During the evening, we thanked David and
Roy for all their hard work and dedication to Payhembury Provisions as they
are both stepping back from the shop committee after 13 years of service.
They will be greatly missed.

Payhembury Provisions
Annual Volunteers Supper
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A great shot of work being done
on the weather vane on the

church. This and our amazing
cover image featuring an egret,
were kindly sent in by Gina Cox.



Remembrance Sunday – 9  November 2025th

Please gather at the War Memorial at 10.55am on Sunday 9  November for
the wreath-laying ceremony, which will be followed by a church service for
those who wish to attend. If at all possible, could you please avoid parking
near the War Memorial between 10am and midday on Sunday 9
November and minimise any vehicle movements during the event.

th

th

Applications for a grant from the Parish Council
Each year Payhembury Parish Council award a number of small grants to
voluntary organisations and groups that support the residents of the parish
in various ways. Previous recipients include Tale Valley Trust, Applepips,
FoPs, EDBC, the Tea & Bingo group, TRIP, the Ottery Help Scheme, the
Payhembury Relief Fund and others. If you would like to be considered for
a grant this year, please complete the application form, which is available
from the website (https://payhembury-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/simple-
file-list/Policies/Policies-and-Procedures/Grant-awarding-policy-procedure-
and-application-form-v1_0.pdf) or by emailing the Parish Clerk for a copy.
Completed forms should be returned either via email to
clerk@payhembury-pc.gov.uk, or to Payhembury Parish Council, c/o Rose
Cottage, Payhembury, Honiton, Devon EX14 3HR by 31  December 2025.
The Parish Council will consider these requests at the Parish Council
meeting on Wednesday 14  January 2026.

st

th

Christmas Tree on the village green 2025
Again this year there will be a Christmas Tree on the Village Green. The
plan is to put the tree up at the end of November in time for a switching on
of the lights at 6pm on the Saturday 29  November, weather permitting. As
in previous years the tree is coming from ‘Higher Willand Farm Christmas
Trees & Gift Shop’. If you are interested in getting a Christmas Tree from
them for yourself, please contact them at Higher Willand Farm,
Churchstanton, Taunton TA3 7RL, phone numbers 07815 059823 / 07818
462121. Many thanks again to Amy Shaw, Baked With Love by Julie,
Chetwood Private Wealth, Luton Green Sawmill, P. Woodley Plumbing &
Heating, The Studio Hair & Beauty and Tuck Mill Barns for their generous
donations in 2022 that have paid for the Christmas Trees for 2022, 2023,
2024 and 2025!!

th

Dawn Chamberlain, Parish Clerk 
clerk@payhembury-pc.gov.uk

Parish Council News 
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Next Payhembury Parish Council meeting - Wednesday 12  November
2025, 7.30pm, in the Parish Hall and via Zoom

th

The next Payhembury Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday
12  November 2025 at 7.30pm. The meeting will be a hybrid meeting with
members of the public able to attend either in-person in the Parish Hall or
via Zoom (meeting ID = 889 2380 1769; passcode = 216300; webpage =
www.zoom.us/join) or via telephone (contact the Clerk for details). The
agenda for the meeting will be available as normal on the noticeboard and
the Parish Council website (https://payhembury-
pc.gov.uk/category/agendas/).

th

Roadworks – November 2025 to January 2026
The following roadworks are scheduled for the coming months – all of them
so far are for BT to replace poles:

9  January 2026:  Road through Lower & Upper Taleth

11  January 2026: Road from Hembury Fort Cross to Goodford Cross,
Awliscombe

th

13  January 2026: Road past Uggaton Farm, Payhemburyth

For further information or updates, please see the Devon County Council
‘Interactive roadworks map’ on the webpage
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/traffic-
information/roadworks/live-roadworks-information/ 

Dawn Chamberlain, Parish Clerk 
clerk@payhembury-pc.gov.uk

Parish Council News 

Would you like to share something in the Parish Paper?
The deadline for submissions is 4pm on the 18th of each month, except in
December when it falls just after Christmas. Send us your content using

the email address on the back cover. Remember to share images as
attachments so we can maintain the resolution.
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I last delved into the miniature world of gall wasps back in early 2023 when
I told you about three species: the Oak Marble Gall Wasp, the Oak Apple
Gall Wasp and Robin’s Pincushion Gall Wasp. All are really tiny and we are
most unlikely to ever see the actual wasps but their presence is there for all
to see. 

The Oak Marble Gall Wasp produces hard, woody, marble-like balls that
can be found on oak twigs, often in clusters. They turn brown as they
mature and it is interesting to note the emergence holes. The Oak Apple
Gall Wasp causes large, spongy galls on oak trees, which resemble little
apples but Robin’s Pincushion is quite different being a red, round, hairy
growth which can occur on wild roses. I find it quite attractive and it is
reasonably common around our lanes.

This year a fourth species has turned up. Its presence was first identified by
Tim Cox in Colestocks - the Knopper Gall Wasp, Andricus quercuscalicis is
a scant one-tenth of an inch in size and so yet another unlikely to be
actually seen. It produces knobbly red-turning-to-brown growths or galls on
the acorns of Pedunculate Oak (and what a year it has been for acorns).
Tim’s discovery led me to investigate the oaks in our own garden and there
they were - dozens of deformed acorns strewn across the grass under the
oaks.

No two years are ever the same in the garden and 2025 has been no
exception. It has been an exceptional and very early year for the apple
harvest. We started to pick some of ours up to six weeks earlier than usual.
It has also been an amazing year in the veg garden but again, everything
came early and our beans were all over by the end of September. For the
second year in a row we have cropped finger aubergines growing in a
sheltered spot outdoors, something unheard of in my grandfather’s day,
although truth to be said he had probably never heard of them!

Paul’s Nature Notes

Paul Lister 
01404 841696 - paullister175@gmail.com
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Based in Tale in the parish of Payhembury, there is a company which has
compassion at the centre of all it does. Care With Kindness was founded in
2020 by Chris and Mary Lorimer in response to caring for Mary’s mother at
home. “During mum’s illness we struggled with no continuity of carers,
carers coming in at unsuitable times and carers who seemed to be on a
mission to break all speed records!” Mary explains. “We felt we needed to
offer something different and Care With Kindness was born.”

Care With Kindness supports clients across rural Honiton, Ottery St Mary,
Cullompton and all the areas in between, helping older and vulnerable
individuals stay safely and happily in their own homes. What sets us apart
is our steadfast commitment to dignity, safety and personal choice. 

Our carers are trained in optimal client‑centred care, ensuring service is
delivered with professionalism and trust. They are also encouraged to show
their personality and build strong relationships with clients; often it can be
the small, personal touches that make the biggest difference when it comes
to care. At the heart of it all lies a genuine belief that caring is more than
just a service; it is a commitment to kindness.

“We often hear that we go above and beyond from our clients and their
families,” says Sandra, who runs the office. “It gives us an immense sense
of pride that we are supporting our local community.”

We are currently recruiting local people to join our team of carers. If you’re
dependable, compassionate and eager to build relationships, expert-led
training will ensure you’re the best you can be.

“This role offers you the chance to make such a difference in others’ lives,”
explains Sarah, who manages all the carers. “I come to work knowing that I
have the opportunity to turn someone’s day around and that builds real job
satisfaction.”

If you’d like to learn more, arrange to come in for a coffee and a chat
with Sandra or Sarah (and if you see us out and about in our red
tunics, do say hello!)

www.carewithkindness.co.uk/join‑us
Based at Devon Business & Education Centre, Tale, Devon, EX14 3HL

01884 220150
team@carewithkindness.co.uk

Compassionate Care on Your Doorstep
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So the cricket season ended and at last we had some rain and the grass
grew, what a relief for the majority of us in different ways... For us, that last
cut of silage that for so long looked unlikely, became a reality and having
used up some of this years earlier cuts on the cattle, it’s a mighty relief to
have been able to top up supplies.
 
The rain has also this very morning brought two cricket balls flowing down
the mighty River Tale, which will save the club a few pounds until someone
turns up next summer and smashes them back into the river!
 
The Six Bells kindly hosted our AGM at the beginning of October (Thanks
guys) and after 11-12 years in the role of Treasurer, Fred Brauer has hung
up his calculator to become a full time groupie with local band The Revival,
which alongside local lad, Oscar Nairn Clark, features Fred’s son, Fred (its
an American thing apparently to call your son by your name, bit confusing
to a simple Devonian like me). 

We have been incredibly fortunate to have Fred looking after our finances
since we started the club so big thanks to Fred. Ruardiah Harrison has
taken over Fred’s role, whilst Ben Peters succeeds Penny ‘Get-outta my
pub’ Hammett as Bar Manager. Again Penny has been a wonderful
landlady, thank you. Ben certainly has big shoes to fill.
 
We are already planning for 2026 with fixtures coming in and groundworks
progressing, whilst The Ashes down under will hopefully be a more
competitive affair than we have managed down there in recent times.

Up the Millers... Jon

Tale Millers CC
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There will be a village hall meeting 7.30pm sharp on 3rd December - the
hall committee's AGM. The resident general public are welcome.

Please note the use of the car park at the village hall is for hall users and
school parent drop/pick up only. There are an increasing number of cars
parked in the spaces in the day time which means that people using the hall
for weekly activities are unable to park. This is particularly disruptive for
users of the hall for pilates on Wednesdays between 9.30-11am.

The Village Hall Committee

Payhembury Village Hall
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Broadhembury Gardening Club
In October we had a great talk on Willow Weaving by Richard Kerswood
with a practical demonstration of plant supports and the beautiful baskets
made by Suzanne.

On Wednesday 5th November Becca Flintham, and Environmental
Educator at Wildwood, Escot will be speaking on "Water, Water,
Everywhere". With climate change bringing gardeners extra challenges (in
the form of not enough water or too much when it does arrive!) how can we
garden in more water-wise ways, both for ourselves and for wildlife and the
environment? Learn how we can make gardens more resilient to flooding
and drought. Discover the value of ponds and bog gardens in helping
wildlife, and some tips for plants and techniques to help make you a water-
wise gardener. Becca has over 25 years experience working in
environmental education with children and adults and has worked for
National Trust and RSPB.

Doors open at 7.00 for 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall. Refreshments will be
available and visitors are always welcome at £2 on the door. On 3rd
December our speaker will be Andrea Rye on Exotic Spices.

Val Stringer
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Bridging the Digital Divide in Devon
A partnership between two Devon charities, Devon Communities Together
and Wellmoor, has launched a new initiative to offer free support to people
in Devon’s rural and coastal communities with everyday online tasks. Digital
Skills Devon, which is funded by the UK government through the UK
Shared Prosperity Fund, provides personal, tailored support for individuals
who are lacking skills and confidence in performing particular online tasks.

The project offers people the chance to have individual 1:1 support, advice
to be able to support a member of their family or friends, or organisations
the chance to receive bespoke advice tailored to them. For more
information or how to access support, please contact Devon Communities
Together on 01392 248919 or email info@devoncommunities.org.uk.

Karen Rudkin
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Sharpening by C&C Sharpening Service - 07535 434603



15

The Apple Tree - chapter 3
A short story by Jane Hugen-Tobler (Wood) continued from previous issue...

‘Do you need to get changed?’ The umpire offered him a towel.  
‘Thanks.’ He dried his hair and hands. ‘I’ll be alright out here in the sun.’
Gradually, the Payhembury batsmen got out and the innings ended with
them scoring one hundred and forty runs.   
‘A respectable score, that,’ Len wiped his damp trousers.   
‘I think we’ll beat it,’ replied Brian. ‘Let’s get some tea.’   
‘And another of these,’ Len lifted his tankard. ‘Lucky they was empty, or the
cider might ‘ave got watered down.’

Inside, the tent was full of chatter and intermittent waves of laughter. Only
the corners of the cream-coloured tablecloth, lovingly embroidered with little
sprigs of violets, were visible. An excited buzz rippled through as the ladies
removed the cloths covering the food revealing plates of culinary treasure.
Hungry cricketers helped themselves to mounds of sandwiches; some filled
with thick ham and mustard and others bursting with golden egg
mayonnaise. Beside them, triangles housing slabs of succulent sliced beef
from the farm finished with a dab of fiery horseradish were being piled onto
plates. 

Elsie, the farmer’s wife, was famous for her baking and making legendary
cricket teas; most people were more excited about the food than the cricket,
especially the children who tucked into sausage rolls with golden flaky
pastry. Rising from the table were cut glass cake stands with white, lacy
doilies. The first held a Victoria sponge oozing jam and cream, decorated
with icing sugar. Close by, was a rich chocolate cake perfectly iced with
creamy rose swirls and chocolate sprinkles. Slices of zesty lemon cake
formed a spiral on the third. The centrepiece was a tower of large crumbly
scones with thick clotted cream and scarlet strawberry jam (made the
Devon way cream first and jam on top). The table glowed, proud to hold
such a beautiful banquet. 

The tree waited outside impatiently. Len and Brian’s mouths watered at the
glorious sight before them. They wasted no time stacking their plates,
refilling their drinks, and wandered back outside in the sun. Len leaned
back and rested his plate on his stomach. Neither of them spoke a word,
the only sounds the tree heard were mumbles of appreciation at every bite,
until their plates were empty.

‘Now that’s what I call a proper spread.’
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The Apple Tree - chapter 3
‘Can’t beat a proper Devon cream tea. And washed down with the bes’
pint.’ Brian brushed the crumbs from his lap. Len removed his handkerchief
from his head and wiped his mouth. ‘There’s nothin’ better than sittin’ in the
sunshine, ‘earing leather on willow and eatin’ scones wi’ jam and cream.
They was bleddy lovely they was.’
‘Right time for us to beat you.’ Brian sat back to watch.

Once the Broadhembury batsmen, two of the Ellis brothers, were clapped
onto the pitch, an argument ensued between the scorers.   
‘Bowler’s name.’ shouted Adam.
‘It’s Ben,’ came the call from the field, ‘and the other’s Steve.’   
‘Why didn’t you just ask me?’ Jim looked wounded.   
‘I want to make sure I use the right colour for my dots.’   
‘Don’t know why you do that anyway,’ Jim pointed at the dots covering the
page. Adam chose a different colour for each player, making it look like
Smarties had exploded from their tube onto the pages.   
‘Better than your scrawl, no one can read.’
‘What d’you think you’re doin’ anyway? Paintin’ a picture.’   
Studiously ignoring his neighbour Adam began making dots on his page.   
‘What ‘appened there?’ demanded Jim.   
‘You missed two runs hit by Steve. Never take your eye off the ball.’
 
A loud roar came from the field in the form of an appeal for LBW (Leg
before Wicket – a way of being out). The umpire rose from his stool
removed his glasses, squinted at the wicket and waved his finger in the air.
‘That was never out!’ Brian stood up.
‘I dunno. It was close.’   
 Ben walked off the pitch to the sounds of quacking from the opposition
(getting out with no runs is called a duck).   
‘That’s your bes’ batsman gone.’   
‘Still got the Ringer. See if ’is battin’s as good as ’is fieldin.’

The Ringer hit his first ball into the river sending boys, with a long-handled
net, running to be the first to retrieve it. One eager small boy jumped in and
held it up before throwing it back to the fielder. His mother strode over.

‘I told you not to go in that water. You didn’t even take your shoes and
socks off. Whatever were you thinking?’ She bustled him away and made
him take his shoes off, pouring little puddles from them. ‘Lucky it’s warm,
run around - you’ll soon dry off.’
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Non urgent police contact: 101
Honiton Hospital: 01404 540540 (Minor Injury Unit 8am-8pm) 
RD&E Hospital Exeter: 01392 411611
V.E.T.S. (Village Emergency Telephone System): 01404 565605

Your Parish Council
Meetings held second Wednesday of alternate months (from Jan)
7.30pm in the Village Hall. Email: clerk@payhembury-pc.gov.uk
Dawn Chamberlain (Parish Clerk) - 07396 841803

Tim Cox - 01404 850005
Phil Chamberlain - 01404 841773 
Karen Edwards - 01404 849186 
Cllr Mulkerrins - cllr.mulkerrins@payhembury-pc.gov.uk
Paul Thomas (Chair) - 01404 841516
Robert Leach (Vice-Chair) - 07866 568151 
Mike O’Hagan - 07471035938

Useful numbers at the County Council
General Enquiries: 0345 1551015 
Highways: 0345 1551004 
Disability Information: 0345 1551005
Registrars: 0345 1551002
Libraries: 0345 1551001 
Family Info Service: 0345 1551013
Bus passes: 01392 383688

Emergencies
Social Services: 0345 6000388
Highways: 0345 1551008
Animal Welfare, Petrol, Explosives:01392 499499 

Useful contacts at the District Council
There is free parking in the car park in front of the building during
opening hours (Monday to Friday from 8.30am to 5pm). 
Email: csc@eastdevon.gov.uk
Switchboard: 01404 515616 (Use during office hours)
Out of Hours: 01395 516854 (Use for emergencies)
Address: East Devon District Council, Blackdown House, Border Road,
Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton, EX14 1EJ
Cathy Connor (County Councillor) - 07548 872107
Richard Jefferies (District Councillor) -
richard.jefferies@eastdevon.gov.uk

P
ayhem

bury P
rovisions

M
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-7pm
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aturday: 8am
-1pm

. S
unday:

8am
-12pm

. Tel: 01404 841856



Editors: Christine and Ciara
01404 841322 - payhemburypaper@gmail.com
Advertising: Ceri - parishmagadvert@gmail.com

Restart A Heart
Resuscitation training & refresher

7.30-8.30pm, 17th November
Payhembury Village Hall

An informative free event - all welcome!

Thank you to Care With Kindness for sponsoring this issue! 
 Turn to page 10 to learn more about them.


